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The Status af ihe Deaconess Poncion Fund 


The generous gift of _a hundred thousand dollars by 
Norman Wait Harris, founding the Deaconess Pension 
Fund, is by far the most encouraging beginning of any 
Support or Pension Fund of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. Moreover, in accepting this gift, its trustees 
agreed to raise the Fund ultimately to half a million dol- 
lars, half of which should be in hand before any of the 
interest was to be used. Splendid progress has been 
made. Rev. and Mrs. Jacob Mills have given $10,000.00; 
Rev. and: Mrs. Robert Ingraham, $10,000.00, and Mr. 
James N. Gamble $15,000.00. Many smaller gifts have 
helped to bring the first year’s increase, including the in- 
terest, to more than $5,000.00. By July, 1910, the Fund 
will amount to over $140,000.00. 2 

The trustees have decided to divide the remaining 

{ $110,000.00 into shares of $5,000.00 each, payable before 
May 1, 1912. It should not be difficult to secure sub- 
scriptions for twenty-two shares, when it is once under- 
stood that these shares complete the amount required to 
make the interest available for pensions for deaconesses. 
Information already received is most encouraging, assur- 
ing us that during the coming year other generous friends 
will be found who will take shares in this beautiful enter- 

rise. 

But to complete speedily this Fund the help of all the 
friends of the deaconess work is needed. Donations of 
one dollar each are just as much needed as the larger 
ones. We appeal to all who can help us to come to our 


aid now. 
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MR. J. SHELLY MEYER 


Secretary 


Minutes of Trustees Meeting 


The Trustees of the Deaconess Pension Fund met January 11th, 
1910, at one p. M. in the Hotel La Salle, Madison and La Salle 
Streets, Chicago. Letters of regret were read from Governor 
Charles S. Deneen, Rev. Jacob Mills, Hon. Chas. A. Goss, Mr. J. 
C. Cunningham, Mr. R. T. Miller, Mr. Thos. S. Lippy, and others. 
Bishop W. F. McDowell, president, in the chair. 

On motion, the rules were suspended, and the secretary was 
instructed to cast the ballot for the election of trustees. Twenty- 
one trustees were elected to succeed those in office, and were di- 
vided into three classes, by ballot, as follows: 

To serve a term of three years—Norman W. Harris, William F. 
McDowell, William H. Henkle, Albert W. Harris, Perley Lowe, 
J. Shelly Meyer, Clement Studebaker, Jr. 

To serve for a term of two_years—James N. Gamble, John S. 
Huyler, Dr. Jacob Mills, James C. Cunningham, Rev. Robert S. 
Ingraham, George Warren Brown, Roswell S. Douglass. 

To serve for a term of one year—William T. Dwire, William J. 
Dean, Charles S. Deneen, Charles A. Goss, Robert T. Miller, 
Thomas 8. Lippy, Mdward T. Burrowes. 

The secretary reported the ballot cast, and the president declared 
the trustees elected. 

On motion, the secretary was instructed to cast the ballot for 
the officers for the ensuing year, as follows: 

Norman Wait Harris, president emeritus; Bishop William F. 
McDowell, president; Albert W. Harris, vice-president; James 
N. Gamble, vice-president; J. Shelly Meyer, secretary; Harris 
Trust & Savings Bank, treasurer; Mary M. Feltus, office sec- 
retary; Barrow, Wade, Guthrie & Co., auditors. 

The secretary reported the ballot cast, and the president declared 
the officers elected. 

On motion, the secretary was instructed to cast the ballot for 
the Executive Committee, as follows: 

W. F. McDowell, J. S. Meyer, N. W. Harris, W. H. Henkle, 
A. W. Harris, Clement Studebaker, Jr., and Perley Lowe. 

The following named trustees were present: William F. Mc- 
Dowell, James N. Gamble, William H. Henkle, Albert W. Harris, 
Rev. Robert S. Ingraham, George Warren Brown, Perley Lowe, 
J. Shelly Meyer, and Roswell S. Douglass. 

On motion the treasurer’s report was read and received and 
referred to the auditor. (See report.) 

The following named guests were present: Rev. Dr. Charles 
M. Stuart, Editor Northwestern Ohristian Advocate; Rev. Dr. 
Stephen J. Herben, Editor of the Epworth Herald; and Rev. 
W. B. Norton. 

A discussion as to the best methods of making the needs of 
the Pension Fund known followed, and the conclusion was reached 
that advertising through the papers and by the use of the mail 
in a more suggestive manner was desirable. 

On motion several changes in the By-laws were proposed. After 
some discussion, the president ruled that the question was out 
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of order, as it required two thirds of the trustees present to 
make any changes in the By-laws. 

The secretary’s report was read and received. (See report.) 

. On motion, the expenditures of the past year, amounting to 
$127.75 from the Pension Fund, $150.49 from the Relief Fund, 
and $19.42 from the General Fund, were approved. 

On motion, the following resolution was adopted: 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Committee be and is hereby 

authorized and empowered to invest all funds and to sell any 
securities belonging to this corporation, and to reinvest the pro- 
ceeds thereof in harmony with the By-laws of this corporation, 
according to Article VI, Section 3. The resolution was unani- 
mously adopted. 
. After some discussion the following named Finance Committee 
was appointed: A. W. Harris, W. H. Henkle, and J. S. Meyer, 
to supervise the expenditure of money for current incidental 
expenses. 

On motion the secretary was ordered to print the annual report 
and distribute the same. 5 

A lengthy discussion followed on the advisability of placing 
an agent in the field to solicit funds to complete the $250,000.00, 
so as to make the interest of the fund available. 

On motion, the Executive Committee was instructed to proceed 
to carry out the plan to get this cause before the public and 
to secure suitable persons to obtain this donation. 

Bishop McDowell asked for additional subscriptions at this 
meeting of the Board. Rev. Robert Ingraham responded that he 
and Mrs. Ingraham would give $10,000. Mr. James N. Gamble 
stated that he would give $15,000. Mr. G. W. Brown spoke 
hopefully of St. Louis for future donations, and Mr. R. S. 
Douglass did the same for Boston. The donations announced were 
a great encouragement to all present. Twenty-two shares remain 
unsold, payment to be made before May 1, 1912. 

The following communication was received from the Methodist 
Deaconess Association: 

“Moved and carried that we request the Trustees of the Deacon- 
ess Pension Fund to determine whether they can enlarge their 
corporate powers so as to receive and hold property of whatever 
kind for the benefit of the Methodist Deaconess Association, or 
property that may be committed in trust to the Methodist Dea- 
coness Association; and in case they can do this, to take steps 
so to do.” 

On motion, the matter was referred to the Hxecutive Com- 
mittee for action, with instructions to give the matter careful 
consideration and report to the Methodist Deaconess Association. 

Mr. Gamble presented applications for relief from the Chicago 
Deaconess Home, also from the New York Deaconess Home. 
After discussion, the matter, was referred to a committee, con- 
sisting of Mr. Gamble, Mr. Meyer, and Mr. Douglass, with power 
to act. 

‘The Trustees of the Agard Deaconess Sanitarium, Lake Bluff, 
Illinois, offered to deed their property to the trustees of the 
Deaconess Pension Fund, through a committee empowered to act, 
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represented by Mr. James A. Burhans. The matter was referred 
to the Executive Committee, with power to act. 

On motion, the meeting adjourned, subject to call by the 
secretary. J. S. Meyer, Secretary. 


CHARTER. 


STATE OF ILLINOIS 
COUNTY OF Cook 
James A. Rose, Scerctary of State 

The undersigned, Albert W. Harris, Perley Lowe, and Nathaniel 
M. Jones, citizens of the United States, propose to form a corpora- 
tion not for pecuniary profit, and desiring to obtain a charter for 
the same, under the act of the General Assembly of the State of 
Illinois, now in force in that regard, for the purpose of such 
corporation, do hereby state as follows, to-wit: 

First. The name of said corporation is “THE TRUSTEES OF 
THE DEACONESS PENSION FUND.” 

Srconp. The object for which said corporation is formed is to 
promote and provide for the pensioning, relief, or the proper care 
of Deaconesses of the Methodist Episcopal Church, to receive 
gifts, bequests, and devises therefor of whatsoever kind or nature, 
and to administer the same in harmony with the Charter and By- 
Laws of said corporation. 

Tuirp. The management and control of the properties and 
business of said corporation shall be by a board of twenty-one 
(21) trustees, all of whom shall be adult members of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church, to be appointed or elected as hereinafter 
provided. 

Fourtu. The names of the trustees for the first year are: 
Norman W. Harris, James N. Gamble, John C. Huyler, William 
I’. McDowell, William T. Dwire, Jacob Mills, James C. Cunning- 
ham, William H. Henkle, Albert W. Harris, J. Shelly Meyer, 
William J. Dean, Robert S. Ingraham, George W. Brown, Perley 
Lowe, Edward T. Burrowes, Charles S. Deneen, Clement Stude- 
baker, Jr., Charles A. Goss, Robert T. Miller, Thomas 8. Lippy, 
Roswell S. Douglass. 

Furr. At the first annual meeting after 1909, the trustees 
shall elect by ballot twenty-one (21) persons of the qualifications 
herein required as successors to the above trustees, seven (7) of 
whose terms shall expire in one (1) year; seven (7) in two (2) 
years; seven (7) in three (3) years, or until their successors be 
elected. At each annual meeting thereafter seven (7) trustees 
shall be elected by ballot for a period of three (3) years to take 
the place of those whose terms expire. 

SrxtH. The principal office or place for transacting the business 
of this corporation shall be located in the City of Chicago, County 
of Cook, and State of Illinois, 57 Washington Street. 

The 29th day of June, 1909. 
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Treasurer’s Report 


SECURITIES. 


1909. = 

July 21 Scioto Valley Traction Co. Ist 5s ..........- $25,000 
Utica & Mohawk Valley Ry. Co. 4%4s ........- 20,000 
Pere Marquette Railroad Co. 4%4s .........-- 20,000 


Cedar Rapids & Iowa City Ry. & Lt. Co. 1st 5s 15,000 
Michigan State Telephone Co. Preferred Stock 
(CZOOBSHATES Vie cneccrticlstaiecs:s acs alerx ars Gia wis sim myactecs 20,000 
October 4 Certificate of deposit of Handel Bros., Mussel- 
shell, Mont., in name of Jacob Mills, dated 
September 4, 1909, due March 14, 1910, in- 
EOTOS te Go mmawiedeeere sicisieiG 6 tay aisuaus ie suene cre min eRs ee 10,000 
1909. Cash. Debit. Credit. 
July 22 Registration fee of $15,000 Cedar 
Rapids & Iowa City Ry. & Lt. 
GOMPISE DS: bet ccc cree oie xo. srine ae ens $3.75 
Registration fee of $25,000 Scioto 


Valley Traction Co. 1st 5s..... 6.25 
Sept. 1 Coupons of $20,000 Utica & Mo- 

hawk Ry. Co. 414s ........... $450.00 
Sept. 10 Wm. McWhorter, printing ...... - 45.50 
Sept. 10 Expenses for charter, seal, etc.... 12.25 
Nov. 1 Dividend of 144 % on 200 shares 

Michigan State Telephone Co. 

prefexredigp-eectstercse cesta cts ths 3.6.3 300.00 
Noy. 3 Jennings & Graham, Oct. rent of 

OM COME De teres stoveh oleic) ceseks,ersicie Sisce ai 20.00 
Dec. 1 Jennings & Graham, Nov. rent of 

OMI COM statentre tsar svousvecs.c tore ror event otis 20.00 
Dec. 1 Coupons $15,000 Cedar Rapids & 

Iowa City Ry. & Lt. Co. Ist 5s. 3875.00 
Dec. 4 Donation Burton C. Meigham.... 1.00 
Dec. 24 Jennings & Graham, Dec. rent of 

OMICOMMCI te otoks Niovadte ccna sacle 20.00 


$1,126.00 $127.75 
Balance at close of business, Jan. 5, 1910.... 998.25 


$1,126.00 $1,126.00 


THe ReEvIer Funp. 


1909. Cash. Debit. Credit. 
Aug. 5 M. E. Hospital and Deaconess 
ifomey Omaha... sees cas $115.00 
Chicago Training School ........ 80.00 
New England Deaconess Associa- 
CLONIN PEA tepcieer re sees tysis ive 310.00 
M. E. Old People’s Home, Isabella 
AY Reeves; Supt, $.3.0).)...)02 30.00 
The Deaconess Advocate ........ 25.00 
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Aug. 2 


Sept. 10 


Sept. 11 


Oct. 


Oct. 
Oct. 


Oct. 


Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 


Nov. 


Dec. 


coe | 


18 
20 


29 


18 


20 


Deaconess Home, Christ Hospital 
and Training School, Cincinnati, 
OURO: se crisvsseye-ersie-e, steasie # scavexesens seiko 

Miss Florence Slusser .......... 

Exchange on Cincinnati, O., check 

Mason Deaconess Home and et) 
Fold, Normal, Ill. .......... 

Mrs. Eva Bailey, Freeport, Ill.. 

Agard Rest Home, Lake Bluff, Til. 

Mary M. Feltus, postage ........ 

Deaconess allowance for August 

Wm. McWhorter, printing ...... 

From Muscatine, Iowa ......... 

Chicago Deaconess Home ....... 

Fall River Deaconess Home..... 

Mrs. Rhoda M. Scharf, Poca- 
Honta's; MUS cs sreveve v ehsheusistiouetencvapere 

exchange on Pocahontas check .. 

Wm. McWhorter, printing ...... 

Mary M. Freltus, postage ........ 

Deaconess allowance for Sept... 

Chicago Deaconess Home........ 

Miss Margaret Eckley, Attleboro, 
DSRS We na ce aiaretees ore wieters Shree ics 

Miss Geneva McCrory, Salina, 
ESS) ele obs myasoch whagee ot este site aace 

Epworth Evan. Institute, St. 
HO ULSH) WL Osmeteteroenerere tei osene: ohetous s (exe 

Exchange on Attleboro ......... 

Chaddock Boys’ School, Quincy, IIl. 

Jennings Seminary, Aurora, IIl.. 

Maria Beard Deaconess Ass’n, 
Spokane, Wash. .........sec0. 

Montana Deaconess Hospital, 
Great Walls, Mont. ........... 

Interest allowed on deposit by 
James N. Gamble ............ 

Exchange on above checks ...... 

Mary M. Feltus, October allowance 

Wm. McWhorter, printing ...... 

Mary M. Feltus, office expense.... 

Methodist Home for the Aged, Cin- 
emnati. (Os Wawa eacne va aelocn de os 

xchange on Cincinnati check .... 

Methodist Deaconess Orphanage, 
Dake .Blufi ah ty.cvesteeiie aisteae ee 

Asbury Methodist Hospital, Min- 
TIGA OLS era ap anedeps iote eis te e\ shelseusiel ap atisie 

Exchange on Minneapolis check .. 

Mary M. Feltus, November allow- 
ATI CO: Wisuslelers tastes cree rerk ol oes aie 

POSER EG ses syorstoictaperor espe) suche cvecoustan ets 

Wm. McWhorter. stationery ..... 
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35.00 


100.00 
155.00 


25 


9.43 
10.00 
31.00 


05 


10.00 
9.25 


Dec. 13 Deaconess Old People’s Home, Spo- 


ET CMA VVIAS Doses tei, ovaveyera e cseva teva ake 20.00 

Dec. 21. Jennings Seminary, Aurora, Ill.... 85.00 

Dec. 22 M. E. Old People’s Home, Chicago 30.00 
Dec. 24 Mary M. Feltus, December allow- 
NICO MWavars rslisisnors < ce ei ysis Qusi'e aye ape 
TEOSIEGS Gece cree eee ne 

$2,460.70 
Balance at close of business Jan 5, 1910..... 

$2,460.70 

GENERAL FuND. 
1909. Cash. Debit. 

Oct. 25 Balance transferred from banking 

LOT) Pamrsrats teas jcvenn. fox: eye aris \one, oPeks! ous $23.00 

Oct. 29 Mary M. Feltus, secretary......- 2.00 
Nov. 3 Mary M. Feltus, expense, Oct. 1 
COM 2B ODE cafe. oieecsne:rerers i fo atsnans 08,18 
Dec. 1 Mary M. Feltus, expense Oct. 24 
COMIN OVi eos OD) corecs sta syearsiois sens. 3 
Dec. 24 Mary M. Feltus, expense Noy. 23 
COR IGCy 20), "OD! cacins swarele ee ese 

$25.00 

$25.00 


10.00 
5.00 


$150.49 


2,310.21 
$2,460.70 
Credit. 


6.26 
6.35 
6.81 


$19.42 
5.58 


$25.00 


Harris Trust AND Savincs BANK, Treasurer. 


BE. BP. Smrrg, Secretary. 


To Jan. 5, 1910. 


Financial Statement May 14, 1910 


The Pension Fund. 


SECURITIES. 
1910. DEBIT. CREDIT. 
EM Wy, DAIAINCR: saz.cved wiessen co brccaneeteroune ound $110,000.00 
Feb. 19, Seattle Lighting Co. Ref. 5’s.... 500.00 
Feb. 19, Portland Gas & Coke Co. Ist 5s.. 1,000.00 
Mar. 7, Seattle-Tacoma Power Co. 1st 5s. 1,000.00 
Mar. 16, Handel Bros. certificate of deposit 
Sent. LOL iGOlMECHONs. «.¢:sunrs .ectuecs Gaon Saouese 5 $10,000.00 
Apr. 7, Portland Gen. Elec. Co. Ist 5s.... 6,000.00 
Apr. 7, Seattle-Tacoma Power Co. 1st 5s. 9,000.00 
$127,500.00 $10,000.00 
Balance close of business May 14, 1910... 117,500.00 
ING tend see reap seeds teres's mee uw ouanonemneteren $127,500.00 $127,500.00 
CASH 
1910. 
Receipts Jan. 5 to May 14, 1910........ 17,747.50 
Receipts Jan. 5 to May 10 .........-.-- 17,747.50 
Disbursements Jan. 5 to May 14, 1910... $18,304.49 
EROEAIY siss. 1. eesve sine zeae Bunce alge austere «tenes $18,745.75 $18,304.49 
Balance close of business May 14, 1910... 441.26 
BO Ga sg. derssccrs sane, cee rela aun tere tet sheisrenareneneien sue $18,745.75 $18,745.75 
The Relief Fund. 
CASH. 
1910. DEBIT. CREDIT. 
Jano; balances, «canesesmnee cece aaa $2,310.21 
Receipts Jan. 5 to May 14, 1910 ........ 2,709.60 
Disbursements Jan. 5 to May 14, 1910... $124.00 
$5,019.81 $124.00 
Balance close of business May 14, 1910... $4,895.81 
WING EAN, cessdcs gayst ohana wisvoce tease: feeataustenesaeteuekeveseuel 5 $5,019.81 $5,019.81 
General Fund 
1910. 
Jan. 5, balance .......2cceeeerereeecss $5.58 
Receipts Jan. 5 to May 14, 1910 .......- 752,00 
Disbursements Jan. 5 to May 14, 1910... $78.00 
$757.58 $78.00 
Balance close of business May 14, 1910... $679.58 
MO tale fe tebecsss teciakevs usteecaces towers ch eckepeousnetar= $757.58 $757.58 


Deaconesses and Their Support 


At the last General Conference, May, 1908, at Balti- 
more, recommendation was made “that further measures 
be taken to provide for all deaconesses”’ adequate support 
in sickness or old age. The Methodist Deaconess As- 
sociation promptly responded to the call. Not only was 
its Permanent Relief Fund at once put on a firm basis, 
but to the surprise of even the best friends of the work, 
a Pension Fund was inaugurated by the splendid initial 
gift of a hundred thousand dollars. 

There is but one explanation for a gift of this character 
—that the work of deaconesses is one that commends 
itself to the very best judgment of the Christian public. 
After all, there is nothing in the world that touches the 
heart of men as does simple, friendly helpfulness, like 
that our Savior showed. When He was on earth, He 
went about doing good; He cured the sick; He fed the 
hungry; the blind stretched out their hands to Him, and 
those who were desolate and afflicted were sought out 
by Him. He helped those who could not help themselves. 
This imitation of the Christ has made an impression on 
men of thought and means. Scarcely had the announce- 
ment been made that N. W. Harris had given $100,000.00 
for this Deaconess Pension Fund before Rev. and Mrs. 
Mills of Montana donated $10,000.00. ‘To this was added 
at the first Annual Meeting by Rev. and Mrs. Ingraham 
of Wisconsin $10,000.00, and by Mr. J. N. Gamble of 
Cincinnati $15,000.00. ‘This permits the interest alone 
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to accumulate at the rate of $7,000.00 a year, while other 
large gifts are sure to come. 

Deaconess work in the Methodist Episcopal Church 
is comparatively new, but under the wise legislation of 
the General Conference and the efficient supervision of 
the Annual Conferences it has already drawn into it hun- 
dreds of our devoted and competent young women who 
give their time freely to the work of the church, receiving 
in return only their support. 

Pension Fund conditions are that the Board of Man- 
agers of the Methodist Deaconess Association must cer- 
tify that one applying for pension has served the Church 
satisfactorily as a licensed deaconess for twenty years 
and has reached the age of sixty years. On this certifica- 
tion the deaconess is entitled to draw the pension pro- 
vided. It is believed that when it is once well under- 
stood that abundant funds are in hand for the support 
of deaconesses when retired, many more women will 
enter the work, even those who are now earning good 
salaries and holding positions of business responsibility. 
The Lord’s work calls for the best ; and the Lord’s people 
are ready to take care of the best, offering themselves 
for this Christlike work. 

The institutions where deaconesses already are at work 
are scattered from the Atlantic to the Pacific. Hundreds 
are in Homes, Hospitals, and Orphanages. Scores are 
in isolated centers, working alone in local churches under 
the direction of pastors. Others are doing evangelistic 
work in various forms. The whole work is in its infancy. 
Thousands of women are needed, and their support will 
be readily provided. Women in large numbers for the 
Deaconess work, and donations in large amount for the 
Deaconess Pension Fund—these are now the essentials 
to make the work a power in our midst. 

In 1885, twenty-five years ago, training school ‘and 
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deaconess work were introduced into our American 
Methodist Church. At that time there were two women 
missionaries engaged in local church work in Chicago. 
Now there are about one hundred deaconesses at work 
in the Rock River Conference, and this Conference alone 
has property accumulated. for benevolent and philan- 
thropic work amounting to nearly a million dollars, prop- 
erty which came directly from the efforts of deaconesses 
and the friends their work has created. 
7 In the Methodist Deaconess Association of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church in the United States, five hun- 
dred and nineteen deaconesses and helpers are at work, 
three hundred sixty-eight of whom are licensed deacon- 
esses. And the number is constantly increasing. The 
Property value of the institutions affiliated under the 
Methodist Deaconess Association is about three millions. 
The budget for annual expenses of these institutions is 
nearly five hundred thousand dollars. At the close of 
the year 1909 the reports show current expenses uni- 
formly paid. In the seven large hospitals affiliated with 
the Methodist Deaconess Association 5,953 patients were 
cared for during 1909, During the same year, deacon- 
esses doing visitation work reported one hundred and 
seventy-five thousand calls made on various families. 
_ It is evident that the work is of the Lord. The church 
1s ready for it. The cause of Christ had been ready for 
it a hundred years, but it has taken time to prepare the 
way for the Progress now so rapidly made. 

The Roman Catholic Church has done a most remark- 


ar church has about Seventy-five thousand women at 
work in the United States. The Methodist Church must 
such work in order to meas- 
; : 
1T€ up to its wonderful ©pportunities. Educated Prot- 
are cautious and intelligent, thoughtful 
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about entering work, but when the question of provision 
for their future is fully settled, they will volunteer in 
great numbers. Our Church is not behind Romanism 
in devotion and self-sacrifice. May the time soon come 
when these free “Sisters” of Methodism shall equal in 
numbers the less free Sisters of Romanism! ‘To dem- 
onstrate definitely that there is no question about future 
support, the Deaconess Pension Fund should now dispose 
of the other twenty-two shares. This is the duty of the 
trustees of this Fund and should be discharged without 
delay. 

All the deaconesses in the Methodist Episcopal Church 
are licensed in one way—by the Annual Conference Dea- 
coness Board. ‘Therefore, any English-speaking dea- 
coness can become a member of the Methodist Deaconess 
Association, thus becoming eligible to the benefits of the 
Deaconess Pension Fund. 

The pension for a deaconess who has served twenty 
years and has reached sixty years of age, having entered 
the work under forty years of age, should not be con- 
fused with the relief afforded a deaconess during sick- 
ness or for any disability while in active service. 

he German-speaking deaconesses are provided for 
through the Mother-house maintained by the German 
Central Board. It is now hoped that the Pension Fund 
will solve the problem of support when retired, for all 
English-speaking deaconesses. 

Nearly all the property used for the various purposes 
of deaconess work is already held by the local boards, 
in trust for the Methodist Episcopal Church, just as local 
church property is held in trust for the Church. 

The completion of the first quarter of a million dollars 
for the Pension Fund should be the aim of those most 
interested in this Christlike work, so full of promise to 
our beloved church and even more so to the heart of our 
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Christ, the head of the Church. Nothing can give the 
Deaconess work more encouragement, or a greater im- 
petus than prompt response. Let the Fund be completed. 


GENERAL DEACONESS BOARD. 


Elected by the General Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church to have oversight and authority over 
all deaconess work of the Church, including the Metho- 
dist Deaconess Association, the Deaconess Bureau of the 
Woman’s Home Missionary Society and the German 
Central Deaconess Board. 


President, Bishop LUTHER B. WILSON. 
Vice-President, Dr. W. H. WILDER. 
Secretary, Dr. C. GOLDER. 

Treasurer, JAMES N. GAMBLE. 


BisHop J. F. Berry, REv. JoHN LANGE, 

Mrs. Lucy Rwer Meyer,’ Rev. L. G. Murpocx, 

Miss Henrietta Bancrorr, Mr. F. X. KREITLER, 
Rev. W. R. WEDDERSPOON. 
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By-laws of The Trustees of the Deaconess 
Pension Fund 


ARTICLE I—SOCIETY 


SECTION 1. This corporation shall consist of Norman Wait 
Harris, James N. Gamble, John C. Huyler, William F. McDowell, 
William T. Dwire, Jacob Mills, James C. Cunningham, William 
H. Henkle, Albert W. Harris, J. Shelly Meyer, William J. Dean, 
Robert S. Ingraham, George W. Brown, Perley Lowe, Charles 8. 
Deneen, Clement Studebaker, Jr., Charles A. Goss, Robert T. 
Miller, Thomas S. Lippy, Roswell S. Douglass, and Edward T. 
Burrowes, and their successors in membership elected as herein- 
after provided for. 

Src. 2. All vacancies in membership, whether occurring by death, 
resignation, or otherwise, shall be filled by election at the annual 
meeting of the members from among the adult members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Sec. 8. Any person contributing $100,000 or upwards to the 
Trustees of the Deaconess Pension Fund shall be known as the 
Founder of the institution. 

Any person contributing $25,000 or upwards to the Trustees of 
the Deaconess Pension Fund shall be known as a patron. 

Any person contributing $5,000 or upwards to the Trustees of 
the Deaconess Pension Fund shall be known as an associate 
and the Bishops of the Methodist Episcopal Church shall be 
honorary associates of this society, without a vote. 


ARTICLE II—-MANAGEMENT 


Section 1. The control and management of the property and 
affairs of this corporation shall be vested in a board of twenty-one 
(21) trustees, nine (9) of whom shall constitute a quorum for the 
transaction of business, and all of whom shall be elected by ballot 
as hereinafter provided. 

At the annual meeting of the members, to be held in the year 
1910, seven (7) trustees shall be elected for the term of one 
year; seven (7) for a period of two (2) years, and seven (7) for 
a period of three (8) years, and at each annual election thereafter 
seven (7) trustees shall be elected for a period of three (3) years 
in place of those whose terms expire. All trustees shall be selected 
from among the members. 

Sec. 2. Any vacancy occurring in the Board of Trustees may 
be filled for the unexpired term, by the Board at its regular meeting 
thereafter. 


ARTICLE III—EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


Section 1. There shall be an Executive Committee consisting 
of seven (7) Trustees, all of whom shall reside in Cook County, 
Illinois, or territory contiguous thereto. This committee shall 
be elected annually by the Board of Trustees. 
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Sec. 2. The Hxecutive Committee shall have charge of the 
affairs of this Corporation in the interim of the meeting of the 
Board of Trustees, and shall regularly report action to the trustees 
at their first meeting following. The Executive Committee shall 
Meet monthly or at the call of its chairman or secretary, and 
shall perform its duties under the direction of the Board of 
Trustees, and all its actions shall be subject to their approval. 


ARTICLE IV—MEETINGS 


SEcrion 1. The annual meetings of the members shall be held 
at the hour of 1 o’clock p. m. on the second Tuesday in January 
each year at such place in Chicago as shall be named therefor 
by the Executive Committee, a written notice of which meeting 
signed by the Secretary shall be sent to each member and nine 
(9) members shall constitute a quorum at all meetings of the 
members. 


Sec. 2. The members shall meet at such other times as the 
trustees may designate, or upon the call of the President. 


Src. 3. The trustees shall meet each year immediately at the 
close of the annual meeting of the members and at the same place 
and at such other times as the trustees may fix, or upon the call 
of the President. 


ARTICLE V—OFFICERS 


SECTION 1. The officers of this corporation shall be a president, 
two vice-presidents, and a secretary, each of whom shall be elected 
by ballot by the Board of Trustees at the annual meeting. 

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the president to preside at all 
meetings of the Board of Trustees and the Executive Committee; 
to sign all contracts, deeds and obligations in writing, made by 
or on behalf of the corporation; and to perform such duties 
as are usual to such officer. 


Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of one of the vice-presidents to 
perform the duties devolving upon the president in case of absence 
or disability of the president. 


Src. 4. It shall be the duty of the secretary to procure and 
keep in his official custody the corporate seal of the corporation; 
to attest all deeds, contracts and obligations, in writing, made 
by this corporation, and attach the corporate seal thereto, and 
when necessary perform such other duties as are usual to such 
officer. 

Src. 5. The Board of Trustees may elect such other secretaries 
or assistants, or committees, as the work of the corporation may 
demand from time to time, and these may or may not be members 
of the Board of Trustees at the time of their election. 

Src. 6. The Board of Trustees shall employ a licensed auditor 
to audit the accounts of the corporation annually and make a full 
report of the same to the trustees. 
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ARTICLE VI—FINANCE 


Srecrion 1. The trustees shall appoint a trust company which 
has complied with the laws of the State of Illinois covering trust 
companies, and has a paid-up capital, including surplus, equal to 
at least two millions of dollars, to act as depository for all its 
funds and securities, under such conditions, rules, and regulations 
as the Trustees may fix from time to time. 

Src. 2. The funds controlled and managed by this corporation 
shall be known respectively as The Pension Fund and The Relief 
Fund, and also such other funds as may be conditionally given 
by donors and accepted by the trustees. 

Src. 3. The trustees shall receive contributions, donations, and 
bequests made to this corporation and when received in cash, or 
converted into cash, unless otherwise directed by the donors, shall 
invest the same in city, county, or school district bonds, provided 
that the net indebtedness of said city, county, or school district 
bonds, shall not exceed five per cent of the valuation of its 
property for taxation; or they may invest it in first mortgages 
upon real estate, said mortgages not to exceed forty per cent 
of the estimated cash value of said real estate; or in first mortgage 
bonds of railroads or public service corporations, provided the 
certified net income of said corporation, for three years prior to 
the date of said investment, shall have been at least double the 
amount of interest on all its outstanding bonded indebtedness ; 
preference being given to such bonds as can be registered in the 
name of the Corporation, or they may invest in any bonds which 
are at the date of the purchase legal investments for the Savings 
Banks of the State of New York or the State of Massachusetts. 
The securities herein named may also be accepted as collateral 
for any loans made by the Board. The Trustees shall have power 
to sell any of the property of this corporation at any time and 
re-invest the same in accordance with the provisions of the By- 
Laws. 

Src. 4. The funds controlled and managed by this corporation 
shall be known as the Pension Fund and the Relief Fund. 

a. The Pension Fund is to be used exclusively to provide 
pensions for aged Deaconesses as hereinafter provided, but only 
the income of this fund shall be used for this purpose. 

b. The Relief Fund, all of which may be distributed annually 
for the support of retired or disabled Deaconesses. 

Src. 5. The Pension Fund shall consist of: 

a. All gifts and bequests designated by the donors as for 
this fund. 

b. The sums paid by congregations and institutions designated 
for this fund. 

Src. 6. The Relief Fund shall consist of : 

a. All sums recéived from congregations and institutions not 
otherwise designated. 

b. All gifts and bequests not designated for any other fund. 

c. All sums paid by the several institutions for each Deaconess 

Sro. 7. The funds of this corporation available from the net 
and Probationer as indicated by the General Conference. 
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income of the Pension Fund shall be divided pro rata annually 
among the Deaconesses recommended by the Methodist Deaconess 
Association for that purpose, and approved by the Trustees of 
this corporation, and who have entered the Deaconesses’ work 
under forty years of age, and have served at least twenty years 
as Deaconess, and have also reached the age of sixty years, subject 
to such rules and regulations as may be fixed by the trustees of 
this corporation, or by the donors to said Pension Fund which 
may be accepted by the trustees, provided, however, that no 
Deaconess pensioned shall be paid more than $500 for any one 
year. The unused surplus, if any, in any year, shall be added to 
the principal of the Pension Fund. 


Sec. 8. The funds of this corporation available from the Relief 
Fund shall be disbursed on the recommendation of the Methodist 
Deaconess Association and on the approval of the trustees of 
this corporation to Deaconesses affiliated with the Methodist 
Deaconess Association and in need of relief, under such rules and 
regulations as the trustees may adopt. 


Sec. 9. By a four fifths vote the trustees may, from time to 
time, apply the income from the Pension Fund or from the Relief 
Fund in a different manner and for a different though similar 
purpose to that specified, should coming days bring such changes 
as to render this necessary in their judgment to produce the best 
tee possible for the Deaconess cause in the Methodist Episcopal 

hurch. 


Sec. 10. On the printed matter of this corporation following the 
corporate name shall be inserted: “Norman Wait Harris, Original 
Founder,” in recognition of his work in the founding of this 
corporation and his liberal donation to its Pension Fund. 


ARTICLE VII—METHODIST DEACONESS 
ASSOCIATION 


SrcTion 1. Any Deaconess of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
who is affiliated with the Methodist Deaconess Association, who 
under forty years of age has entered the Deaconess work, shall 
be deemed regularly enrolled for consideration for relief by the 
Deaconess Association. 


Src. 2. Hach year the Methodist Deaconess Association before 
the close of October shall furnish this corporation with a list 
of retired Deaconesses enrolled among its members, also a list of 
all Deaconesses in need of relief for the ensuing year. 


ARTICLE VIII—GENERAL DEACONESS BOARD 


Secrion 1. The said Trustees shall present to the secretary of 
the General Deaconess Board of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
at its annual meeting a report for the preceding calendar year, 
showing in detail the conditions, earnings, and disbursements of 
the Pension Fund and how invested; showing also in detail, the 
contributions, gifts, and other sums received and disbursed for the 
Relief Fund, or otherwise. 
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ARTICLE IX—MISCELLANEOUS 


Secrion 1. If, in the judgment of the Board of Trustees, a 
separate home or homes for disabled deaconesses should become 
essential, title to such property may be accepted and held by this 
corporation and the cost of the maintenance of such home may 
in such case be paid by the trustees out of any funds held by 
this corporation and available for such purposes. 

Src. 2. No person shall solicit funds for this corporation, or 
in any way represent the same, unless duly authorized by the 
Board of Trustees and holding a commission signed by the 
President and Secretary. 

Sec. 8. The trustees and officers of this corporation mentioned 
in Article V of these By-Laws, shall serve without compensation. 
When attending the annual meetings, their traveling expenses and 
hotel expenses shall be paid out of the income of the Pension 


Fund. 
ARTICLE X—AMENDMENTS 


SrEcTION 1. These By-Laws may be altered or amended at any 
annual meeting of the Board of Trustees by a two-thirds vote, 
provided that notice of such amendment or alteration is previously 
given in writing twenty (20) days prior to such meetings, 
excepting the ten sections of Article VI, for which a four-fifths 
vote of all the trustees shall be required to make any change 


thereof. 


FORM OF BEQUEST 


I give, bequeath and devise to 


Che Crustees of the Meaconess 
Pension Friu1id 


the sum of DoLLars, 
or the following premises (describe them). 


SIGNED. 


To be signed by the donor in the presence of witnesses. 
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